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For Immediate Release
Non-Profit Organization

Re: Thomas Leonard Diary (1843-1849) Published

Contact: Douglas Farley, Director of Development 716 434-7433
********************************************************************************

The History Center of Niagara County is pleased to announce the transcription and publication of the Thomas Leonard diary from its collection that dates to the mid-19th century. The author, Thomas Williams Leonard, was the third son among the 14 children of Thomas and Betsey Peck Leonard.  Born in 1815, he spent most of his adult life in Niagara County, working as a teacher, carpenter and sometime-farmer.  Leonard’s diary covers the period 1843-1849 and offers a fascinating glimpse into another era in time.  His chronicles cover an exciting time in Niagara County history and include many noteworthy events. Thomas built a schoolhouse in Pendleton, attended the Lewiston Academy, taught school in Wilson, built the gallows for the only hanging in Niagara County, built a school in the town of Niagara and constructed his home in Lockport. He traveled into Buffalo, traveled on the Erie Canal, crossed into Canada looking for work, and walked for miles on many occasions. Some of his best descriptions are of the many boarding house families he stayed with while working, attending or teaching school out of town.   Thomas records the subject of the many services he attended at the First Presbyterian Church in Lockport in addition to many other church services, along with “singing schools” and Sunday School classes. From his writing, it is easily discerned that he was consumed with being a good Christian man. 

Many of Leonard’s family members and acquaintances died during the course of his narrative.  Many succumbed to “consumption,” which we know as tuberculosis. Thomas was married three times and lived longer than his first two wives.  History Center executive director Melissa Dunlap said, “Getting to the conclusion of this diary was like losing contact with an old friend.” She hoped that others will appreciate this glimpse into early Niagara County life.
The Thomas Leonard Diary retails for $14.95 and is available at the History Center, 215 Niagara Street or can be purchased from the web-store at NiagaraHistory.org. The website includes a complete index of the publication that contains the names of over four hundred individuals and places mentioned in the diary.  Additional information is available by calling 716 434-7433.
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